Doreen Ann Taylor, age 87, former resident of New Rockford, ND passed away on
Thursday, February 13, 2025 in Bismarck, ND.

Doreen was born on March 23, 1937 in New Rockford to Oswald and Signe Lee. She
was raised in New Rockford where she graduated high school. During her high school
years, Doreen enjoyed spending time with her friends, many who she remains in touch
with. She was a twirler and she loved to show her grandchildren and great
grandchildren her hidden talent. She graduated from New Rockford High School and
while attending Concordia College Doreen met Roy through her brother Roger. They
were married on September 8, 1957 at First Lutheran Church in New Rockford. They
continued to live in New Rockford where they raised their four children. Doreen enjoyed
watching her children in their sports and music. She was always their biggest fan, except
for football. She got way too nervous watching the boys play football! She spent many
summers with Roy and the kids “at camp” while he worked on the road. Once the
children were old enough for school she began working at the Lutheran Home of the
Good Shepherd as a receptionist where she would continue to work for 35 years. She
loved being the smiling face that greeted each person who walked through the door.

Doreen had many activities that she enjoyed doing and most of them involved Roy,
her children, and grandchildren. She attended many games and recitals throughout her
life. Doreen also enjoyed gardening with Roy and they would spend many summer
evenings working in their garden and sitting on their back patio. She had recently began
making quilts and gifted one to each grandchild when they graduated high school and
great grandchild when they were born. A favorite week for Doreen was always the week
spent at the lake with the family. She was fortunate to have gifted that to her kids and
grandkids for 27 consecutive summers. She was always a nervous wreck when Roy was
on the jet ski or the grandchildren were tubing.

A great part of Doreen’s life was music. She was a member of First Lutheran Church in
New Rockford her entire life and was the organist for most of those years. She also
enjoyed baking and delivering her goodies to all her friends, especially at Christmas. Her
family was especially fond of her ginger snaps and they were always the first to go at
the lake.

Roy and Doreen moved to Bismarck in 2017 where she joined a water aerobics class
and other exercise groups she really enjoyed. They would travel down to Arizona as
often as they could. She recently traveled to Belize and Cancun. She loved being in the
sun whether at the lake, the pool or the ocean and drinking her coffee by the water.

Doreen is survived by her children, Mary (Sheldon) Weltz, Mandan, ND, Steven (Tita),
Phoenix, AZ, David (Dawn), Grand Island, NE, and Daniel (Breanne), Valley City, ND. She
loved her grandchildren, Stephanie, Leah (Derrick) Kessler, Anthony, Tonya, Zackary,
Lauren, Madison, McKenna, Mitchel and Miles. She really enjoyed spending time with
her great grandchildren, Laikyn, Kenzly, Jaxon Roy, and Stetson. She is also survived by
many nieces and nephews in both the US and Canada along with her Canadian sisters-in
-law and brother-in-law, Betty Mclnnis, Phyllis Taylor, Dorothy Taylor, Liz Taylor, and
Dennis McDonald. Doreen also was close with many of her cousins and their families.
She cherished the phone calls and visits from all.

Doreen was proceeded in death by her husband of 63 years, Roy, her parents, Oswald
and Signe, her brother and his wife, Roger and Verna Lee, and her Canadian brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law, Eldon and Helen Taylor, Keith Taylor, Malcolm Taylor, Roland
Taylor, Jessie McDonald, and Milt Mclnnis.
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She s Gqone

You can shed tears that she is gone
Or you can smile because she has lived

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her
Or you can be full of the love that you shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday

You can remember her and only that she is gone
Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back
Or you can do what she would want:
smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

~ by David Harkins

Celebrating A Life Well Lived
Doreen Ann Taylor

March 23, 1937 — New Rockford, ND
February 13, 2025 — Bismarck, ND

VISITATION
Thursday, February 20, 2025
1:00PM - 6:00PM
Evans Funeral Home, New Rockford, ND

FUNERAL SERVICE
Friday, February 21, 2025
10:30AM
First Lutheran Church, New Rockford, ND

OFFICIATING
Rev. Amy Kippen

MUSIC
Kerstin Allmaras ~ Pianist & Violinist
Scott Houser ~ Organist
Alicia Vorland & Sheldon Weltz ~ Vocalist

PALLBEARERS
All of Doreen’s Grandchildren
Stephanie ~ Leah ~ Anthony ~ Tonya ~ Zackary
Lauren ~ Madison ~ McKenna ~ Mitchel ~ Miles

HONORARY BEARERS
All of Doreen’s Family and Close Friends

BURIAL
Prairie Home Cemetery, New Rockford, ND

Arrangements by
Evans Funeral Home — Carrington & New Rockford, ND
www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com




