Daryl Pranke, age 69, of Cathay, ND, died Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at his home.

Daryl Vernon Pranke was born February 27, 1956 at City Hospital in New Rockford, ND.
He was the first-born son of Vernon and Joyce Pranke. He was raised on the family
farm, located in Section 29 of Bremen Township. He attended church with his family at
Trinity Lutheran in Bremen, where he was baptized and attended Sunday school. On
June 21, 1970 he was confirmed in the Lutheran faith. There was never a dull moment
growing up on the farm, many hours were spent riding bicycle with his brother Kevin,
there were also ponies to ride, BB guns to shoot, snowmobiles to ride, and motorcycles
too. As a young lad he played youth baseball in Bremen, and Legion baseball in
Fessenden. He attended grades 1-12 at Fessenden Public School, graduating in 1974.
As a Fessenden Oriole he participated in track, basketball and football. In 1972, he was
a member of the varsity basketball team that made it to the state tournament. In 1973
he was a member of the 440-yard relay team that placed 4™ in the state track meet. In
football, he was all-conference all 4 years of high school and was chosen to play in the
first North-South Shrine football game on August 10, 1974.

After graduating from high school, Daryl
went to college in Wahpeton for one
year and then worked building
construction in Fargo. In the spring of
1977, Daryl returned to the family farm
and started farming with his parents. In
1990, his parents retired and Daryl
became the 4™ generation on the Pranke
farm that was homesteaded in 1888 by
his great-grandparents. Daryl worked off
the farm during the winter. During the
winter of 1979-80, he worked for a
carpenter in New Rockford, later he
worked at seed plants in the area and then started driving bus for the Fessenden-
Bowdon School, and he also worked as a CNA at the Lutheran Home of the Good
Shepherd in New Rockford. On May 26, 1984, Daryl married Nancy Paulson, they later
divorced, and they have two children, a son Dane and a daughter Danell.

Daryl was a member of the men’s slow-pitch softball team in Bremen and also bowled
in New Rockford and Fessenden. After helping on the farm while growing up and then
46 years of farming, Daryl retired after the 2023 farming year.

Daryl was a beloved father, grandfather, brother and son. His grandchildren were the
light of his life. He was always up for a game of catch, bike ride, or walks. He loved
watching his children and grandchildren’s sports or events. He never missed one. Daryl
loved cars, family history, and the good old days. What we wouldn’t give for one last
story.

He is survived by his son, Dane Pranke (Danielle Stubstad); his daughter, Danell (Kyle)
Gauderman; his grandchildren, Rehgan, Rylie, Parker and Blake; one brother, Kevin; two
sisters, Diane Nelson and Sharon Hass; a sister-in-law, Jodie Pranke; a brother-in-law
Jim Hass; and his special friend, Lisa Bertrand.
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I’m Just a Farmer, Plain and Simple

I’m just a farmer,
Plain and simple.
Not of a royal birth
But rather, a worker of the earth.

I know not of riches
But rather, of patches on my britches
I know of draught and rain,
Of pleasure and pain.

I know of the good and the bad,
The happy and the sad.
I am a man of emotions.

A man who loves this land,
And the beauty of its sand.

I know of a spring’s fresh flow
And autumn’s golden glow,
Of a newborn calf’s hesitation,
And the eagle’s destination.

I know of tall pines,
And long, waiting lines.
Of the warmth of campfires,
And the agony of flat tires.

But I am a man who loves his job
And the life I live.

I am a man who works with God,
I cannot succeed without his help,
For you see,

I’m just a farmer
Plain and simple.

By Bobby Collier

Celebrating A Life Well Lived
Daryl Vernon Pranke

February 27, 1956 — New Rockford, ND
March 4, 2025 — Cathay, ND

VISITATION
Monday, March 10, 2025
1:00PM - 5:00PM
Evans Funeral Home, New Rockford, ND

FUNERAL SERVICE
Tuesday, March 11, 2025
2:00PM
First Lutheran Church, New Rockford, ND

OFFICIATING
Pastor Jeff Halvorson

MUSIC
Eric Bollingberg ~ Pianist
Congregational Hymn ~ Amazing Grace #779

Nancy Bollingberg ~ Lynne Klindworth ~ Becky Anderson
Beautiful Savior

Casting Crowns ~ Scars In Heaven

HONORARY BEARERS
Rehgan Pranke ~ Rylie Pranke
Parker Theis ~ Blake Gauderman

Arrangements by
Evans Funeral Home — Carrington & New Rockford, ND
www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com




